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First we must apolotise for the latencss of this issue of
VECTOR, but owing to cickness both the Secretary. and the Editor
had to pause for a while. Dr. Weir, during the short time he
hag been Secretary, has done stalwart work, but owing to a rec-
urrence of an old illness he has been forced to resign. Ag
from 1lst Saptember Sondra Tall +ill replace him ag Secretary until
the next election. &t the same time, your editor also went down
with 3 recurrence of an old ilinesc and as Sandra hs now taking
over the Secretaryship this meant another hold-up. However,
liike #oorcock agresd to be my assisiwt editor vhenr he was asked
and ha his done all the heavy work on the maigazine, 11 nfersune
gecme toihnve-visitsd nearlr a2l thoge who have worked on ViCTOR
? nqu ¢lnce tak%ng it aver, . ‘iike. hag algo been i1, ‘e kuow
shat Shic igcue is considerably late and hope vou will forgive us.
He'll try to so¢ that it won't happen again!
Further news is thit soon I will be changin; my nawme from
Wild to Gray (date, time and place of marriage will not be pub-
lished)} :nd ae my address vwill be vncertain fo: the next few weeks
members are requested to forward any mail concerning VHECIOR to me
c¢/o the Sscretary, 41, North BEnd House, Fitz-James Ave., London,
. 2v. 8371 Taktawe pancarning the BSHA should either be marlked
with those initials or 'Vector', as during ny absence on nodiuwy
either the Secrstary or the Assistant Dditor will deal with co-
rrespondence. Other letters should be marled 'Perconal! and these
the Secretary vill save Tor me.

N g

Since the lazst igesve of VEﬂTOR, the U0 International Week
hag come nd Ione. Just before Whitsun, Sandra Hall ind T saw
George Adamski and Dsemond Leslie at White's Hotel wnd on & very
brief acquaintance I received the impression th.t whatever has
been gaid about George and Desmond they are sincere, as were also
the two members for the Flying Saucer Review staff, I have myself
an open mind on the subject of U¥O0s, but because I have never seen
one I vill not take the attitude thit neither has anyone else. I
learned my lesson after beings thoroughly sceptical about one theory
an¢ then i1 wis proved to me in a rather shattering way. Howv:ever,
George Adamcli Aid say that the UFO Intermitional Week would be a
wacte of time - there would he no contacts. e wrs rigsht, too.
Both he and his co-author are excellent reconteurs, but vhen we saw
thenm they were both a lititle wilted as o number of people had been
mmeEins 211 doy.
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These callers were mostly cranks from strange cults, so
it is obviously not all honey to be an authority on sightings,
In fact, it is rather a pity thit there is no apace to ropeat
what Georze and Desmond told us of their meetings with crinks,
bacause some of it was extremely funny. Adamskl realises full
wellthat he, too, is regorded as o crank, but he ig sincere
withoutbeing fanatical. Just before he left for Holland he
told us th»t he had bought an ectate in liexico -~ the owners
vere £o tired of UFOs landing on their property and cutting it
up they cdecided to move out.

Any members who are interested in UFQOe should subscribe
to the various magazines on thie subject, ot which the Flying

Saucer is onc. Vector will only very occasionally nublish
an article on this particular stbject.

Thig editorial is chori, but the next time I hope to
vrite something on the 'fan clang' that has nystified a number

of the never members.
R. WILD.

It wasn't the shock vwe got vwhen we heard about the Russian
loon Rocket which caused the Asgigtant Editor to go down

gick and the duplicator to break dovn al the cruclal moment,
but whatever it ig, there's some kind of Jonah riding this
igsue of VICTOR - everyvthing gecems to be against us. However,
we do gsincerely apologise for the cdelay and uope that TL3RA
members will sympathise with us. ILet's hope that whatever

is haunting VTCTON 5 goes away before we start on vViIgm ™ 6,
HJ .

COl'troversy

TOUDON at hitsun, 1960 2
HARROGATE at Laster 9
Doth ¢ Or -
I.OIDOE ot Daster and H »w0G.TE at "hitsun ¢

We would like your vote on this (Where we're goiug to
hold the 1960 British Scieunce-FPiction Gouvention) so
please write to The Secretary, DSEY, b1, North Ind House,
Titz James .Avenue, Tondon, F. 7.6, and let her know what
you think, THIS IS IMPOT,LT!

- ——— . -
. ——— . ot . o § o

I mucst apolozise ior any typoé?ﬁphiCJl errors which have
anseared in the above editorial and other parts of the magazine
but owing to the lateness of this issue of VuLUi0R, some of the

stencils rere typed on a late train dovn to Bognor Regis.
~liike licorcock.
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At the time of compiling this, the membership list had crawlcd
up to No, 141, and was temperarily moribUnd, since most people
are, sensibly, weiting for *he cnd of the financial half-

year so as %o save mouney °n their subs,

New Ocoupations smong members are @ BANK CLERK, ART IST,
BOOK-EKEEPER, NJULNCE UMDZOWRITER, TIELEFHONL ENGINEER,
THERMOIIATER TusPRECTOR, TUIVERSIPY TECHNICIAN, VETERINARY
SURGEON. VIBR . LToN LiGIdElbiand WATCH RBPALAIRIR L

I proaisel I'd undoeriuke & survey of th. Hobbies of the
BSF4 menmbers, und thet they seemed nretty various —
they are, Waile on “his, I wish people wouldn't put down
would-be Tunny ivems under Lhiis heading :  two peonle put
BEER (brewing or driniking not specifised), five put WO@EN
and one WIENCHING+ 1If you're a good mixer, come to one or
other of the Cons, and you'll find plenty more, but this
kind of gaffia helps noboiy !

Wihat also helps nobody is that elcven members gave no hobbies
at all -- one had the graoce to add that he was too lazy to have
any ! Two others didn't oven pub their occupations, And
now herc 1s the resuls -- figures in brackets after an item show
how many members incliuded that particulsr hobby

+(BRO-3POTTING, ..u.IbTR DRILAICS (2), ..RCILEOLOGY, .RT (2),
LSTRONOMY {10), WTHLETTCH (2), . 513%, K.SERLL, BIOLOGY,
BOOK-COLLECTING (8), BCLTNG, BR.LG, DRIDGE (2), CHESS (8),
CHELISTRY, CINE-PHOTOGL PHY (5) COLLRCTING CLDI. GLA3S ITC.,
COOKING, CORRESPOSDINCE, $0USwoIRD3, CRICKET (2), CYCLING,
D.NCING, D#TECTIVE PICPIGN, DR.WIHG 55}, BLECTROATCS (2),
B.S.P.RESE.HCH, FENCING (2), FIIMS (9), FLYING SuUCHRS (1),
FOLK-D.NCING(2), GEO.OGY, CLIDLIG, GOLF, GR/MOPHONE RECORDS (5),
HI-FIL (4), HIiSTORIC... 58 «CH, HISTORIGALL FICTION, HISTORY (3),
HISTORY OF .47 aIiDL N CIVI_IZ.TIONG, HUMANISM (theat leavens the



lump, anyway !), INTERIOR DECORATING (houses or humen beings not
specified), J.232 (92) of which 5 sdded "modern®™, KNOTS SPLICING
& ROPIWORK, L.NGU.GHES, MUCIS -- GENER.L (5) FOLK (5) SERIOUS
(3), MECC.NO, MODEL .IRCRAFT (8), MODEL RiILWAYS, MODEL BUILDING,
MOTORING, (2), MYTHCLOGY, N..V.LlL HISTORY, OPLERA, P.LINTING,
PHIL.TELY (12), PLANT GENHFICS, FOETRY READING, POLITICS (4),
POOL3, PRINTING, PUB-CR.WLING fS), PiDIO (2), R.ILWAYS, READING
(23), ROCKETRY, RUGBY FOOTBALL, S.ILING, SCIENCE (3). SCIINTOLOGY.
SEWING, SHOFPPING (R-~- both lady membexrs !), SHOCTING, SKI-ING,
“LEEPING, SHOOKHR, SFLCE TRWEL (2-- Hey | when are they teking
ug along ?), T.BLE-TENNIS, TLFPE-RECORDING (13), TENNIS (4)
THE.TRE (2), THEOLOGY, TRAVEL, T-V, UMNDEWWLIER SWIMMING (25,
WRITING (6), W.LKING, WHIST.

Who says we aren't of variocus and cultured interests ¥

Would people like me to gebt them into touch with others of
like tastes , If so, I'il do my best, but with School and
G.2.B, Examingtions coming on I am not likely to be able to
get this properly going till helf-way througn July ;3 so, if you
want this, let me know, and I'li try to obtllige, but don't
expect a ¢uick reply.

« propos @ this, Jim Linwood, who is a very live wire in
S~T fendom, is trying to get together all the under-2] mem-
-bers of BSFA in a correspondence and hobbies' club. This
is an excellent thing, and we all wish him every success,
«+8 oach new "." momber joins, I shall send his name., address, and
& list of his hobbies to Jim, so that they can "get in touch."

in example of how NOT ©t0 this kind of thing was recently sup-
-plied by soneone else, why, without consulting anybody, cir-
-cularilzed his neighbourhoo& with printed cards sdvertising the
formation of a local branch of the BSFL, and asking would-te
menbers to contsct Peter iadbey (who, though one of the oldest
established members of BEFA, erd a most enthusiastic librarian,
is not a B3FLi Committee memher), and also giving an address
that Peter had left some tine ago !

While on this subjuct, here is our official attitude to this
sort of thing ¢

If you want to form & local S-I Cirale, Club or Soclety, go
ahead, and good luck go with you ; what your relations are
with the BSF.. is, however, a matter for your cwn local Comm-
~ittee ; we give no special privileges to local club members,
Some local clubs rrefer thelr nmembers to he alsco BSFA members,
while there are clubs who are hostile to the idea of ths
BSFL 3 but the BSF.. was primarily forried as a co-ordinating
organisation that should make it easlier for the various local
clubs to got together and act in concert, and the nmore of thenm
dc so the happier we are.



. "hitsun saw 'sn exem 1o of the prdpe? @et~to%ether ﬂhen the
0heltenham Circle acte as host to all those of the Ionﬂ

ircle who csxed to. comu. T tThe Zéndeders’arrived attired as
Crusadeps &nd Pilgrims, end were received by an Oriental:
gentleman with & startling resemblanee to i S LGilbertts v
Prince 4gib, who proved to be Eric Jones, Zeting, drinking,
talking and some singing filled the first day, which prolong-
-6d itgelf unofficislly well into the. norning of the. second.
.The second dey commenced officially with lunch, followed by
coach trip to Bourtorn-on~the~Water to ses the Wi+chcraft Luseun
and Model} Village, with a stop in the way back at one of the
oldest pubs in the Cotswolds, liore general cket end song
finished & very successful day. Sneclel thanks go to the 1o ™
. members of the Cheltenham Circle for thelir menagement of*the
* commisseriat, end to Sandra *ell for her enthusiastic help -
with the costumes and make-up.

.8 8ll the 33F.. Committee members ware present, a spot p*
official busine® was done, Thos& present talked over Ken
Slater's."Burofangrant * schems, and it was asgreed that it w.
basically a ggod thing, but that it was too early days to t~,
to put it into ecticn yet. I eny member hasn't heard of '
yet, will he get into touch with Xen Clater for further infc
end then write in and let Ken baeve his ‘detailed views about
p k3 WP Tt's a schemo rather like T. FF, btui designed to help
"bring over Continentel S3-F fans to British Cons. ,

w180, it wes dcfinitely decided thet i

The BSFA 1960 Convention will be held at the Whitsun,week-en
in LONDCN, so notc the dotes in your dieries NOW -~ JUNE 4th.
and 6th, 1960.  Ti.c London Circle are teking on the whole or
arrangemsnts and programming of the Conference, and are elect.
thseir own Con, Committee ; as soon as we know details, wa'll

give the nenes and addresses of the Con3&c., and Frogramme Sec,,
and people cen apply directly to them w th offers of help, sug.
-tions, "ete. A

and now a rather gloomy conclusion -- & didn't know, t11l
Eriec Jones stood up end proposed me at BrumCon, that I was eve:
under consideration for the job of Jec, to ‘BSPi, and I took it
on with considerable nmisgivings. dyerybody has been as kinc
and halpful s can bs, but L could not, at the t'me, foreses a
change in ny family affairs that is now leaving me steadlily le:
time for the Jjob -- and 1% requires s lot. So, after consu’
~tion with the rest of the C o:mittee, I am definitely givin.
up from October lst 1959, unless =oneb0dy can take it over -
-er,~~ With the very greastest regret, as I find it most en}
iﬁd it brings me into touch with many people I'm very glad <

ow,
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My successor has ell ny gopd wishes -« but I do wish I could
keop it on, Just the same !

D411 thegn, I'1l do my best.to make thincs hum.)

alwaya at your service

NEW MOMDERS

Ms 122 V, LeBloncd: 2 1oolcburn ret, Bellsnill Tanarkshire, “cot,
Me 123 RaB.Keelding: 312, mather Avenue, le’ton, Tiverpool 13,
M. &24 J.Jd,MacGregor: 11, oxford Terrace, Edinburgh L, &scot,

Os 125 J.Gregor: 54, Barrymore s$t, Everton Pk, Prigbane, JQueensland
Me 126 P.f.AnCrevis: 1, JOhn 6%, *iaidatone, Kent, /Australia,
Me 427 GoileMosdell: "Fairwind+v, vacht jasin, Chimwick, Tondon 7,4,

Me 128 Wo4,%1llis: 27, Clonlece Nrive, Relfast, lorthern Ireland,
M. 129 UI,F.,5iackie: 35, Unper Dicconson i§5te, 'igan, Lancs,
Me 430 J,Pairley: 63, Tuddhoe oor Estate, Spennyumoor, Co.Ourham.

Os 131 J.Nacloeod: 33, Renfrew Av, Mt Albert, Auckland g%, 1,Z'lnd,

M. 132 J.Loudragan: 11, s4sn=-¢ill Drive, Cornhill, Aberdeen, Scot,
0. 133 ©. cedolin: PO Rox 403, vallingby b, “veden.
Ce 134 D& Polk: 1703 vest char Av,, Denver 23, Colorada, USA,

fs» 135 P.GaTaylor: 138, lildoran rd., Brixton, Iondon, &,W,2,

M. 136 J.GyNoberts: L5, Draustree RdA., Vartonm, Jlnckpool, rancg,
Me 137 JedePhillirent: 1, ongar Rd., London, 8.%W.0,

A. 138 J.T.Gleghorn: 5, lsugton .ve,, ''yke Regic, Weymouth, Dorg

CLAHCT OF ADDRESS

My 12 ¥rs. GeT.idams: nuow 5L, (obden .ive,, Ritterne rark,
southampton,
Me U3 Miss a.R.Everglfield: now 53, Ilittville Levmy Cheltenhan,
Glus,
Me 71 PeSeGooch: now 220501061 Pte Gooeh ,G.., Path Lab, 24,
Coy RAMC, 'Theatley, Oxon,
Mo T4 TeM.Chalmers: now 12 Park {11l »®d4, East Croydon, Surrey,

g v + + 4 + + +

« 4 congolidated list of all members who heve renewed thelr
gubeseriptions will anperr in VOOTOR Mo, 6. VWhaich reninds ug -

HAVE YOU RENEVED YOUR SUBSCRIPTION YET %




I don't know what went wrong, but Whitsun Saturday
this year started with a bright warm sunny morning. This
after a week when every lunchtime you could find practically
all the staff of the Scientific Branch of the Civil Service
commission (me, for example) spending their lunch hour
loaf'ing in the sun in Hyde Park. Incidentally, why don't
you look me up sometime. vYou can find me lying on the
grass behind Speakers® Coruer,

All through this terrific week, I had been anxiously
waiting for the weather to break, just before the weekend.
When Saturday morning came and it was still fine, I almost
convinced myself that the weather was going {0 N0if u%, Tt
did too,

I arrived at Paddington station at 8:30 and started
looking around for the other fans. Peter Weat and I spotted
each other simultaneously. I hurried over to him, he
hurriedly gave me my ticket, I hurriedly gave him the money
for it and hurried onto the platform, It wias only then I
realised that the train wasn't due to leave until 9:5 and
that it wasn't even in the station yet.

As well as Peter West,. othecr fans who were travelling
down were Tikwis Hall, Pete Taylor, Mike Moorcock, Laurence
'‘gandy' Sandfield, Barry Bayley and George lLocke, The train
reached the platform shortly after me, and we all climbed
into one compartment. VECTOR'S more intellectual readers
will have noticed that there were eight of us, and that most
compartments are built to hold cight people, tlho says
vationalisation has abolished individual service? (Dunno,
who does ?)

We straightway settled down to such fannish pastimes as
singing blues and playing poker dice on Mike's guitar., As
Sandy said, "That's one thing you cant't do with a c&llo model."
Peter West asked Tikwis if she would like to play dice. "Oh,
yes)" she said, "we play that in school.'" She was good, too,

80 the journey went on, amid geuneral fannish uproar and
merriment. Mike and Sandy did most of the singing, accompanying
themseclves on a guitar Mike had borrowed, and the rest of us

Joined in whencver we found something we knew, Unfortunately
T e Pl - ootV L 2 e dDe * - — . =
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remarked, "Lately I haven't becen singing anything cxcept blues
and 'Cureless Love!"™ I like !'Carecless Love'! as much as anybody
but a crowd of us had spent Wednesday night at the flat of a
girl who insisted on singing 'Careless Tove' ncarly all night,
Even. this wouldn't have been so bad, but she wasn't sure of all
the words, her guitar was out of tune and she had a tendency to
sing flat.

Killing time in this way it didn’t secm very long before
we arrived in Chelteunham, We unloaded our weapons and the
other gear and started looking around for Cacltcnham fans, and
eventually found them in the percons of Eric Jounes and Frank
Herbert, We unloaded the gear onto his car and then took the
bus to the hotel. The hotel staff blenched visibly when we
started leaving swords and shields lying around the lobby, and
the manager looked a bit shaken wher we asked if it wag all
right if we left our banncr there. Then George and I had beens
up to our room we went out to eat, Pirst of all we had a look
at an o0-0-14 bookshop George remesmberecd (probably from a
previous incarnation). It was shut, though. e wandered
around and finally found gsomeplace to cat. The food was good,
but the service left something to be desired. Sugar and gpoons
for example,

Back at the hotel we schanged into our costumes. George
had gone to a lot of trouble with his costume as a bowman, and
looked very good in it, In my fooligh optimigtic way I had
believed the rumour that costumes would be provided, and had
only found out on Tuegday that I hadn't got one, so my costume:
was a very, very rushed job, I was supposed to be Lady Ella %
Macbeth's trainbearer, but she hadn't arrived when we left the
hotel for the clubroom. Mogt of the Cheltenham pcoplc we
passced studiously avoided looking at us, although some of them
wotehed us anxiously from the cover of their eyes. In cage we
got. violent, I suppose. It's funny how undemonstrative the
English people are. The only decent reaction T noticed was
from two 0ld dears talking in front of a shop., Oue wondered
what we thought we were doing, .and the other said: '"Well,
they're not asking for money, so it must be all right."

Humph mct us at the clubroom and conducted us to an
antcchamber before the shrine, Here the History of 8t.
Panthony was read to us, and we ewore eternal alkgiance to
Him, Then we went one by one into the Holy of Holies to
pay individual homage to Him, We were warned of the frightful
penalties for those who did not follow the correct ritual, but
we weren't told what the ritual was, so I was rather perturbed
about it.

I was even more worried when I entered The Chamber, a
darkened room with 2 motionless figure with crossed arms standing
in it. For a moment I thought it was St. Fanthony Himself, 1
didn't feel much like speaking to this individual, so I just made
a silent obeisance before the altar., I remembered ko leave my
joss~stick behind,
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- Outside the Shrine, I found the other fans who had passed
through before me anxiously comparing notes to try and decide
what the correct ritual should have been. Ags other people
energed we immedintely nasked them what they had done,

Before everyonce had pasged before St, Fanthony the party
who had come in Ted Tubb's car arrived. Ted had had his usual
breakdown, Several in fact. They'd also had a slight accident
when somebody ran into thcm, and had been held up in a traffic jam,
They quickly changed into their costumes, and then they were
called upon to pay their homage to St. Fanthony, after wanich
Sandra Hall and Ted werc made respectively a Lady and Knight of
sSt. Fanthony.

After this the great religious pilgrimage somechow degenera-~
ted into a drinking session,

People sat around chntting and drinking until it was time
for tea, After tea, Doc Weir called a meeting to discuss next
vear's convention and Ken Slater's idea for a fund to help bring
a Burofan to Britain. /e hommered out something to gend to XKen
and it wags tentatively decided thot - subject o the approval
of a full mceting of the London Circle - next year's Con would
be held by and in London.

After this digcusgion, I felt rather hungry again., I
wandered into the kitchen to get some food, and was happily
slicing my way through a roll when the knife (a dirty great
ham-knife of all things!) slipped, and I was immediately rughcd
to hospital in Frank's car, with Margaret, who knew where it
was, At every corncer Frank would stop the car and ask Margaret
if this was the right corner or should he drive on, At the
hospital T filled in a card with my name, another card with my
name and address and ¢till another card with my name, address,
age and occupation. After this obviously vital ritucl had been
completed, I was finally allowed to be approached by a doctor.
This character checrfully informed me that I wouldn't need a local
angesthetic, and when he'd finighed whatever he was supposed to
be doing, m~de the classic remark, "iell, that didn't hurt too
ruch, did it "

I was s0 stunned I couldn't even think of a suitable answer,

Anyway, after thig, Prank drove Margaret and me back to the
clubroon, Thanks a lot, peoplc. Pretty soon we moved from the
clubroom to the flat of the pecoplc who owned it, George and I
talked to Doc Veir about Atlantis and Music, Sandy played the
piano, Barry went to sleep and everybody elgsc followed their own
fannish inclination, From therce we went back to the hotel, and
I went to bed,

Next morning (Sunday) until lunch was spent wandering between
the hotel bar and various pcople's rooms, After lunch the
Cheltenham group had kindly laid on a coach trip to the nearby
village of Bourton-oun-the-liater, a village which still manages to
be plecasant desplitec its gomewhat commercial air,
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Firgt of 2ll Zric lecd us all to the witcheraft exhibition,
Thig, of coursgc, was obviocusly a fanmish focal point, I
wandercd round it with Pam and Ken Bulmer and Jimmy Rattigan,
passing Audrey Bvcersficld and Xeith Freeman who scemed to be
going round the other wny, TThen we came out the other fans
had disappceared; go we bought some tea and ice-cream and walked
along begide the rivcer, passing Audrey and Keith who seemed to
be walking the other way. We found a group of fans lyiug on
the grass verge beside the road, and pretty sooh we were all
gathered thore, cven Audrcy and Xeith.

Back at the clubroom we resumcd the normnl fannish round
of talking, drinking and occasionally cating. Thig time after
leaving the clubroon we all went up to Bill Gray's flat,

I walked down with Saundy sandfield, who was playing his guitar,
A bearded, Bohemion type with a guitar slung on his back gaped
at ug in amazement ags we walked past him,

The party at Billi's mnlace was a real swingin' affair,
Ted Tubb was again in top form until he decided to join in the
game of poker dicc that was going on in the corner, I was
simultaneously trying to talk to Margaret Joncs about fandom
and Sandy about jazz and at the same time swap iunsults with
Ella Parker, This herculeaa feat so exhausted me that when
the party broke up and we moved back to the hotel I ngain went
to bed,

Monday mcrrnirg was again epent wandering between the
clubroom {from whcrc we saw Ted Tubb and his party off), the
hotel bar and various roomc, Eventually George and I went
out with Archie to caw. Unfovrtunrtcly we couldn't find a
self-service place, and the Wimpy Bar (Ugh!) couldn't
guarantee to scrve us in time, Archic immediantcly repliecd

that he couidn*t guarantce to cat therc, so we got up and
walked out, By *his time, though, we'd lcft it too late,

so we went back to the hotcl without having caten. Ve found
a group of fang therc wino were Jjuect waiting for Archie, so we
all trekked down to the coach station. Here we¢ saw some fannish
zaniness at its bect,; mogily supplied by Mike Moorcock and
Pcte Taylor, who sang their current theme-gon WE MET ON THE
STEPS OF A MOSCOW LATRINE, and then weut into onc of their
pantomimes. Hargaret saw somcbody from work and guddenly
decided sbe'd bettor not know us, I'm surc that I saw gome

of the people on the bus wince when we finally let Archie climb
aboard.

When Archie’s bus had left the coach station we all weut
to cat, lcd by Mike lMoovcock as a crippled, one-eyed hunchback,
Very gruesomc he looked too, He kept this up until we got
onto the platform, T was gtill carrying a shield, and Pete
and Mike made some remarks about the leper colony's anuual
outing., 4As you can see, we were determined to get a carriage
to ouranrlves, We quictened down and became serious when we
realiscd that the timc had come to say goodbyc to the Cheltenham
people, and that it was renlly the end of a worderful fouuisgh
weekend, full of warmth and good-fellowship.



POYS
WILL BE DOY® is still in great demand, running into several
editions since it was fipgt published in 1940,

It has recently reanpeared ‘bang up to date with many
new finds and even more astonishing illustrations' in a new
and revised edition.

The reaczon I mention this book is because I have had
for a long time a deep interect in British and American juv-
enile literature, Prim rily it is for what many collectors
term 'the golden years' (betwecen 1910 and 1940).

geience-fiction and fantasy themes are no new innovation
to schoolboy literature. In fact it is interesting to find
stories of this kind, however much they appealed to adults,
refered to as 'boys adventuret! always, around the turn of the
century. Thig terin was avpplied to THE I.OST WORLD and THE TIME
MACHINE.,

Since the Gothic and pseudo Gothic 'bloods' and ‘peuny
dreadfuls' pregseunted vamnires, werc-wolves and other assorted
demons to the vouth of England, boys have been willing to spend
their pocket money on any magazines which offer either the
above-mentioned horrors or, from about 1900 on, the space-gships,
robots and startling (if herdly credible) inventions of mad
profegsors and hero~-iaventors,

Frank Reade, for iunstance, & young inventor of American
origin whose adventures were reprinted in BEngland by the now
defunct Aldine Publishing Company, Vias a Tamiliar figure among
the many 2d and 1d 'libraries' which, at one time, were produ-
ced at anything from weekly to monthly intervals, The gize was
roughly that of the preseunt day 1/- 'Picture Libraries!'! (or
more like the typeset Sexton Blake Library). Publishers were
principally Aldines and the Amalgamated Press (before that
known as the Harmsworth Press and now as Fleetway Publicationg),

"Publishea by Mlchael uscpi., —:{ pag€s inc. 1index, 108/-
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Reade, who for gsome reason was killed-off oune weck
to appear the following week rcincarnated as Frank Ieade
Jr,, operated from about 1885 to 1920, Hardly an issue
of the Aldine Travel, aidventure and Invention Library,
did not feature cither a Steam Man or a Steam Horge -
‘Reade's speciality was gtecam - used, it secemg, mainly for
quelling the Redr Indian uprisings which used to happen week
after week, if we are to believe Luls P, Senarens, the Reade
chronicler,

Reade was later superceded by an identical character
called Jack “right and it is likely that he remained Reade
in the UsS.A.

The great pionecr, Alred Marmsworth (later Lord Korth-
cliffe) built in less than twenty years the greatest publishing
Empire in the world. He becamc the Tyrant of Flect Street,
the most feared and admired man in Dritish Publighing, He
at onc time owned The Times and the Daily Mail plus several
other newspapers and many magazines, a greater proportion of
which were juvenile,

Hormsworth had one big obsession -~ one that proved him
right in- 1914 when Germany went to war, “Britain was going
to be invaded and she was not rcady for an invagionl!™
His ncwspapcrs constantly drove this idea into the minds of
British adults. His boys' magazines put over the point only
a trifle morc subtly through the mcdium of fictiou,

BRITAIN IMVADED! That was the title of onc story. The
others (and there werc certainly mauy of them) followed a
gsimilar trend of thought. Generally it was Germany who was
the aggressor, but sometimes France or Russia - once the
entirec world -~ were attacking our shores with the aid of
welrd flying machines, death rays and germ warfare, Nearly
always one inventor managed to counter the assaults with
bigger and better inveuntions of war. Tt was more often than
not that thig inventor, usually of course with thc aid of a
British schoolboy, single-handedly drove the uns, the Proggies
and the Ruskies from our land. Ocassionally, 2 Britich
schoolboy inventor did it alone.

How many timcs London was bombed to the ground- -would be
difficult to cstimte. End of the vworld (or at least
end of civilisation) themes werc ucscd a great deal, no doubt
influenced by the'H.G. 'elleg predictions.

Loat londs where ptcrodactyls and dinosaurs roamed with
the single purpose of fiunishing-off the inventor and his
inevitable schoolboy assigtant began to appear very soon allter
the publication of THE 7OST “IORLD in 1912, Nearly every
valley in the African and South American interior had its
quota of prehistoric monsicrs at one time.
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Oone story (written in 1913) described a land
bencath the Barth's crust -~ similar to the Jules
Verne story JOURNTY TO THE CEMTRE OF THE EARTH -
very much on the lincs of Edgar DNice purroughs'
Pellucidar and it just might have influcnced ERB to
write AT THE EADPTH'S CORE publiched in the Munsey
ALL-STORY M.CGAZINE during 1914,

The sudden impact of a gcottish publishing house
in the twenties, did a great deal to nush the Tantastic
element in schoolboy reading mattcr to an even higher
proportion than before, Messrs., D.C.Thomson had no
illusions about the youth of the British Isles, They
were not crusadcers, they were business men,

They were also pioneers, Pioneers of the first
real attempt at 'conveyor belt! juvenile publishing,
"The Big Pive®™ - The V/izard, The Hotspur, The Rover,
LAventure and The Skipper were turmed out weelkly and
gsoon became serious competitors of the large London
houses, primarily The Amalgamated Press and George Hewnes,

The Thomson label was easily apotted, no author
credits, cvery story exactly the same in style, every
illustration idcntical in technigue and, as E.,S,Turner
notes, their attidude towards the sex problem was simple -
girls just didn't exist, However, this canny Scots firm
was soon becoming o gerious threat to the security of mnny
popular and well-loved publications like THE MAGNET, THE
GEif and BOY'S ®RIIMD. In retaliation, the fantastically
succesful CHLMPION was launched and soon afterwards THE
MODERI DOY. Also the RAWGER (later renamed PILOT) for
slightly younger recaders. This was Jjust packed with
invigible men, carth-boring giant moles, spaceships and
other fantagtic things.

igport* was one of the meian themes 1n the Thomgson
papers - but sport with a twist, Tarzan~-type footballers
vwho played almoct single-handed as his team-mates were
eliminatcd and two-hundred year old athletes (remcmber
Wwilson ?) were the thing. In the CHAMPION, MODERN BOY
and RANGER, the A,P. outdid Thomgons in their two main
fieclds, The Champion became to sport, the Modern Doy and
Ranger to adventurc and out of the ordin~ry school gtories,
generally with a fantastic touch or an outright fantasy or
SI* plot.

One character, rcmcmberced with noestalgia by many
readers of The 'odern Boy, wag Captain Justice, the dare-
devil rogue with a twinklc in his cye who was forever
becoming involved with giant robots, space ships, other
planets, mongter ailr-ships, lost races, death rays, ad, as
they say, infinitum. —
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Justice was the creation of a well-known 3exton Dlake
writer Robert iurray Graydon, writing under the peun-name of
Murray Robertis, His adventures were rceounted in the Hodern
Boy from about 1930 to 1640 and also oppceared in the Doy's
Fricnd Library issucd in digest florm at Ld a month. Tourpeuce
for a gonuine book-~lcngth story - those certniunly were the days!
Captain Justice, with hig inscparablic compenions Midge, the
schoolboy, Dr. O'lfalicy, thc¢ Irichman, and Prof. Flaznagel,
gecentric inventor, was faced with adventurcs ranging from
worlild-dcetroying mad-gcientists to a robot Santa Glaus.

A really memorable story certainly outdid the curren® crop
of ovcrsize Tilm-horrors. Not content with giant ante and
flieg, Graydon had Jugtice deal with mounster frogs, huge
gnats, swollen wasps ctec, as well,

Captanin Justices lagt hig adventure, “Captain Justice's
Greatecst Adventure!’, appecarcd in the Modern Doy juct before
the war, RPunning in the gamc isenes of Modern Hoy as those
featuring this serial was a talc by Arch 7Thitechouce foretelling
an Amcrican-~Jgapancsc war nnd setting it ia 4940. ot far out,
ch 9

The popularity of these fantagtic vihenmee wog obvious
and Gecorge Newnog soon saw whe chance to bring out aan all
s-f mngazine callced 'Scoopag'. Tor gom> rcason it did not
last but it iz unlikely thet the s-£ Tauts of twint period
who boagtcd that it wag their c¢fforts that hod couvesed it to
bc digcontinucd werc to blame. qe-7rr this hod beean the
only juvenile S7 magnzine to be attempted (not counting the
picture booklets like Ci¥TAIN TUCUPTE cte.),

The Pilot, you might be intercsgtcd to know, ran the
enrly strip adventurcs of TARVAN drawn by Hal Fostoer, At
loast three gtories appcarcd beginniung from July 3rd 1937
until Decemper of the gsanc year, Thege were TARZAN 07 THD
APES, DRLTUNI and DEASTS OF TARZAY, The first two were, until
recently, in my posscssion,

The War camc and with it the demise of many dceply
mourned favourites due to paper chortoge, "herc Dritigh
magazines left off, cheaply prodicced Amcrican comic booksg
began to bc reprintcd over here by pecople like I, #Miller who
took advantage of the shortage of rcading mmtteor to Toist
their muck upon the Dritish kids, Thelir influcnce lowcred
the standard of much Dritich juvenile publishing for o long
time altcr the iar had cnded and its effcetg still linger,
Instcad of Captain Justice and Billy Zunter, sunerman and
Ceptain lMarvel werce the ncrocs of the day, but they horven't
lagted in porularity and now the salcs of most of thege re-
prints arc well below the 30,000 a month circul-tion,
Leading on from these we werce late infected with the now
infamougs Horror Comicg of the carly fifcieg. TAIES TR0M
THE CRYPT, VAULT OF HOPROR rcturued to the days of the
'dreadfulst, making somc of them look like Sunday-zchool
prizes, Once or twice a halfway good E,.C, ike WLRIRD
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SCIENCE camc over but they werc certainly not the right kind
of thing for children,

To counteract these cheaply produced glime~sheets,
EAGLE was launchcd in about 41953 with a fine spacc strip
drawn by young Prank Hampson - DAN DARE, PILOT OF THE IUTURE.
LIOI (with Captain Condor - puccanucer of Space) appcarcd in
answer to this Hulton challcenge, producecd bv the amalgamated
Prcss, Soon all new publicetions were featuring some sort
of g=-f element,

TARZAN ADVENRT UPES, undcr my editorghip particularly,
published a lot of SP and fantasy and letters to us proved
that this was very vpopular,

SUN fcatured o long serial THD MARTIAN some time ago
(an adaptation of ERB's PRINCESS OF MARS) and its companion
featured JET-ACT I.0GALF of the Space Patrol,

The Thomson papers (now the only all type-zet boys!
papcrs left) still run space gstorics frequently snd the
last one I rend woe callcd HALDS O7F THE PURPLE PL/ NET
in the Rovcr, Rick Random, gpace detective, coutinues to
appear almont every month in the SUPEIR DETECTIVE LIINANY;

SPACE~AGE »IT, an often hilariougly funny satirical
strip on all gf cver writiten, runs in KIFOCKOUT, Irantas)
for young children is supplied in the adaptations of the
wondcerful L,Nesbit stories in Playhour, coupled with some
fabulous artwork. TIVE CHILDREN ATID IT is currently ruunniug
ags I write this. The EXPRESS YILEKLY features the cheracters
of the radio scrianls undcr the same title ag their radio
counterpart JOUNNEY INTO SPACE - this algo rung a very Conan-
influcnced gtrip drawn by on Emblcton VULF THE BRITON.

We may not have the NELSON LEE LIDRSNY, practically
an 8F nnd fantagy magazine on its own - although publiched
as a detective and echool-gtory magazine and written by
Bdwy Searles Drooks, who has now won uew fame as o detective
story writer (Berkc¢ly Grey and Victor Gunn) - but we've still
got an awful 1ot of ST for the kids thecse days, Let's hope
that eventually it will help to bring that 'new blood' into
fandom in general nnd the 38FA in particular thet everybody's
talking about.

-Mike lioorcock,

ANNOULICEMENT

Jim Linwood, Alan Rispin and Drian Jordan would
like members under 21 to write to them. They are thinking
of forming a small organisation for the purpoce of young
fang to find and communicate with cach other. If you are
intcrested plcasc write to J.G.Linwood, 10, Meadow Cottages,
NMETHTRTIPLD, I'ottingham, stating age and non SEF interests.



—TREASURER'S REPORT

INTERIM ACCOUNTS COVERING THREE MONTHS TO 30TH OF JUNE 1959

1. FINANCIAL ACCOUNT

Receipts etc Outgoings etc
£ 8 d £ 8 a
| i ! :
Balance b/f 6 o! | | Payments as analysed
from prev. 114 O | | overleaf: |
acct (inel 14 8 4 \ Treasuror 21 5 2 |
reserves) 11 12 1 Librarian 418 3
- 128| 0 5 26 3 B
Membership . : Reserve for overpayments
subscriptions 43 | 10 3 not refunded: ,
b/f 114 0O }
Sale of "New Worlds" plus 2 6 6
History & Index: 4 0 8
Cash recd 112 8 Lesg converted
Halance of to paid subs 3 11 8
sales on credit 9 0
512 O Less trans-
7| 47 6 {| ferred to '
reserve for
Library charges tt N, Am exp ¢ O
(6 months) 7 7 4 I 51 0
Less (already |
shown) 2 0 | | Reserve for North Am.
7 5 4 i expenses 4 O
Balance of ' 1 9
loans on credit 14 11 l 5 9
g8 0 3 ]
l | ' Reserve for Publications
Recd from North Dept expenses 12 3
American Agent and
placed to reserve for Regerve for 1980 Convention
N. Am. exXpensey 1 9 ;11 15 7
| Reserve for 1980 general !
purposes 17 10' 5/
Ditto 1981/2 h 1 1] 0O
Lib. loans on credit 14[ 11
Sales on credit 5112 0
Cash in hand Library 3] 9110
| ditto Pubg Dept 1 7 9
' ditto Treasurer
(unreserved)|17 49 | 2
£86'17'2| sles 17| 2




2. ANALYSIS

-1 9~
OF EXPENDITURE

=% STATIONERY POSTAGE SUNDRIES TOTAL
Int:
General 5 18 3 1 13 ' 6 12 8 9 18 8
Ext:
1P "alfE 5,
- —— S —— — — T — — -
_Library 3 6 4 4 0 4 17 2 9 4 8
Vector 17 0 2 8 7 3 A7
Convention
1959 1 9 Z 2kl ¢ 2 12 %)
Convent ion
1960 5 8
New Worlds
Index 15 7 15 7
GalaXy
Index - i -
Nebula
~ Index 6 6
Advertising N3 7 3
4 12 9 11 2 7 8 8 1 26 3 5
NOTES. 1. We have been receiving subscriptions for either six months
or for eighteen months. In the latter case, the 1960
share has been placed cn reserve for use during. that year.
Also, one overseas member is paid-up until the end of 196%2.
There remains, in the old "reserve for overpayments" fund,
five shillings only, representing half of another overseas
member's 1960 subscription, about which nothing can be dore
until the other half arrives.

2. The additional expenses for the 1959 Yonvention will be
noted. The main item is a refund to one of the official
photo&raphers on account of damage to his camera .

3. The consolidated accounts for the "year'" running from the
foundation of the Association (at Baster 1958) to June 1959
are now being audited, and should therefore be appearing In
VECTOR No 6. However, owing to my anmnual holiday occurring
just then, there will be no quarterly report in VECTOR No 6.
Instead, the intercalated half-year to December 1759 will
be treated for accounting purposes as an indivisible unit.

Finally, would those of you who have not yet renewed your subscrip-

tions from
VO,

July 1959 onwards please do g0 as soon as possible. Thank
I imat (A.H. Mercer) Hon TreasurerBSFA
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The -sheacils have auub erived from our ediinens BDobbie Wild,
30 1b SUﬁuu it The prirtinr strize 13 not ofivcting VNOTOR.«. .30
gl e T P Loo early To say how much scicnce ficvlon mopazines will
suricy UALL? che dlupuue, but it scems pretly obvi us shat the ASE
rep-_-;w T Uluu isg at leagt labe; but thet Uhe Galossy reprin®

o}

rom Thorne & Porter (Ho.74) is on salc now, sSo it would not be un
—wise G0 Torecast that FULUKE and ORIGIFAL SF Q”ORIES will appear,
een o ULy mve 8lso Strabo/TELEP publicabionte...el 3o’y know how the
Jova crown wie sPfueted.. .. but ¥ 36 han already Lo revicwed in
one :M'UIPC..tL"OW g buolqess poilnt of wiecw T talc a dim view ol
Thins e enublicution date Tor W is t¥: last Pridoay ol cach month..
and the implication of a i:ﬁéi“O published ixn ©w: ald ic nf the
month eontoiniig o reviow of that menthis izoue is thes soriewhere
the masg S 1 o G asrket ¢arly....iv haprens I knor this is
no. nO.oo-Ddt Itve clrecdy vad ons Labtber askine vy ¥ haven't
sent IW3G out yetb.eesactunlly it is not sco bad on woruzines, bub

a

T3 s6dll advise Canzine reviewesrs to nobte ia cuch ooses hat what

chey are :“"Vlﬂxilm iz an wdvence Copy¥....and L0 Lhey hapocn to be
the luclky vyacs who 5eS bools suut bo Tem by publiz wrs, then take

note of the dute the publiczher says %is brok Will be published,and
don't publich 2 m;vigw Tafore that dave i€ he says nov to.....cl*
you nc;; Lind you won't bs melbving the books snyuove 1g probubly A

(%

mood oasen to of f(*:r‘..“m*" Thars ore nl"hxo....L‘T{J Te J.s...uIJ.I(I TORCH
By Al”lu Tucrys (Pyramid G416, 35¢,158pp) 15 .o exbonsion of Ghe
abO‘y of liichasl Wireman, the son of Gra Torean Presldont-in-Zdle,
dho g ‘dwoppud with a concigmment of crms to wid a guoarilla Hgen-

eral’ in o rebullion uvﬁ_nsb the Invadors who have couguarcd Bacth
aveenlote thut no novs of prlor yuallb ‘tlon oi on . wo=vhirds of
The booi 1o nades..Grahex Stone of Sydoey, AusthlL», in publish
-ing v.s:ciws of s~ titles under thc imoliﬁt off “LUCLaL LOOKS ™,
the 2ipet oel f.t‘i on will be "TIE BRICK 001‘“' by Idward Svorell
Hale, or naily pubiichod by ILLUblC,foorhi off doston i1 165094 as s
» :

the oriminsl s ubLl"“Llo; rod a page conbont of 50%4.4 048 ndorstind
b%au Incim Dooks will sezll the title ot 1l/b a copy, Auctralian,

which ceons rﬁ%uﬂ?ably @hipiigne o o Bhe T2 pric] ing of ASF UBA in
uQﬂC dlu ricts scons by v beon sucaosiul and it s boeon ane-
nowmeec. vhat ESF ‘:"J.l'I zo 1 to 50, probably with thro Scplemboer
159 is ue, with 156pp not counbing brck cover shecbe....the 32 ex~

tra }vmcn Wu*l bz ulVﬂi;m butwecs arbicles and adv: wetisging, and
L Though uulaxy'ﬁ 196pn count inludes hoth cover shocty, only &
Tittle ovex 5pd hive 2o Zv e bouwn devoved Uo adveris...ol counse,
it sy Dbe wome Gime before L5F gets cnough advercisisy; vo £1i11 the
16 ppy and Yor oll we kaow CGolaxy axy huve the same win in 111111(1..
e e Ve Ceay but wallt wand- uCu-o-.ul.L.L.uLI._LT.J, which chanzed o a large
gsize Tormat with the Lirst 1959 ;a¢ue, has ceased pU)lLLHtLOH with
its Koy 1959 nuabel.. ... 8000310 UNIVERSE has chanped owaers, and
Lhu now publisher icvbends to issuc monthly, pulp=sizc fowrmat, bub
i th trinacd edges.. .128pD, 35¢ cevee BULER SOLanUE FTCTION is ve~
portpd wvo be sugspended.....Ballentine isdsucd the 5th ol The Pohl
cdited SR SCIENCs FICTION Pbs on schedule....sbuli the Latest of




the MA D pbs, THE BEDSIDE MAD, comes from Signet instead of Ballantine s.see
the manuseript of Professor J,R.d. Tolkein's story which proceeds in historical

time both “The Hobbi$" and "The Lord of the Rings" has not yet reached the
publishers... it should do so before the year end, but quite obviously at the
present it is impossible for anyone to forecast when the work will be published...
all we can do is iope we live that long, and the strike is off...

FPLNDOL seems to be entering, in the UK, a new era of mushrooming local s~f clubs,,
I've had several letters from folk on these, but so far none of them are ‘concrete’
enough for mention in this column... or if they zre concrete my informetion is

not sufficiently compiete,,., if you have started a local club, or wamt to start
one, please let me have as uuch data as possible... but perticularly impertant

is the name and address of the person whom prospective members should juin,..

one non-fan c¢lub I can mention is the LINCOLN INTLLPLAWLTARY SCCIETY, tecretary

P, Hammerton, 20 Boultham Avenue, Lincoln... if you have any cheap and batterecd
books which contain astronomical plates thie L.I.b. would be intervsted in theme.,..
for the benefit of some indexor, somcwhere, bo it noted that Raymond F, Jones'
story "Pete Can Fit It" was published in the Lay 1994 issue of thne British ARGUSY
ees I can't recall who vanted to know this, but I'n Ffairly sure it was a B.S.F.A.
mombere..., On the subject of stray information, several book collcctors have asked
me to advise thom on & good method of remeving "biro“-type pens..., frankly I don't
know of any... they can be fadod out by exposure v strong sunlight, but this

is also apt to fade the papcer,.. any B.S.F.A. members any idoaSe.e? .so0l0an’s

Ink Eradicator doesn't vork well on the ink used in roll-ball pons, gclthough I've
used it quitc effectivoly on ordinary inks up to 90 years dd... anyonc troubled
with removing bookplates or library stickers should try 'Lusenbak’ (Georgo

Herris, Rostrevor, Co, Down, Northern Irclznd, is the sole manufacturer)... a one-
ounce bottle costs 21/~ inglusing postoge, but if you are a serious collector of
scarce books the expense will be worthwhile,.. this column of mine seems to be a
clearing house for all sorts of strange information.,, Pt I might as well use it £
for a couple of points on B.S5.F.A, policy just for a change,.. as the B.3,F.A,

is supposed to cater for all folk with a serivus inter st in acieonce-fiction;
should tho cloction of iis' officers be confincd to convention-fandom, or should
it be done by postal vote over the entire membership?,.. think that over and write
letters to the editor and/or secrutary if you have any comment to make... bear the
following in mind howveveres.. posial voting will require nominations and campaigning
for some time in advance of the actual election,.. conventioneors, by and large,
are the nost active eloment of the scisnoe~fiction onthusiosts.se.s and now for
the second point.,, as those of you who were at the Brumcon will recall, the
question of u President for the Ausociation wus left open, and I was appointed

to scout & couple of named personalitics in the literary field, with a view to the
Association inviting the most likely to occupy the position of Hon., Pres, ssesees
well, so far I've had a blank silence from one line of enquiry... and from the
other, an approcictive leutter vut still one which declined partly on grounds of
health and partly on luck of time (the t o of course tie up together) ... so I'm
now working in a vacuum agein.e.s.. wnd I think the (GO AHBAD AND TURK THE PAGE...)
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committee would welcome a few more sugeestions from the membership on this
subject...bear in in mind thet one of the prime requirement thai was laid down

was that the person invited should not only be scmeone with a knowledee of the
of the s-f ficld and an inte rest in it, but also a person who is reasonably
welloknown outside the field....that is not as simple as it seems, elther....
ary dbrilliant suggestions will be welcome....for folk who may have missed i%,
a pb edition of the weird yarn collection, PERTUREED Spirits, edited by R.C.
Bull, with an introduction by Herbert van Thal, was published by Dragon Bools
(Arthur Barker Itd.) a2t 2/8 last year...it is still in print....contains a
number of the less common items.

Penguin Books revresentative called on me recently...if the printing
strike continues, it seems that Penguin's next list (Aurust) witl be published
the farnish way - by duplicator! I guess if the dispute stays with us long
encugh the books will also get done that way...what a market for the trufan
with years of experience in the vageries of Quplicator production...now is the
time to0 put your fammags on sale in the shops! ...Corgi books, tom, have just
started to print their lists with the cover illos in colour...that is not going
to be s0 easy....best bit of colour work I can recall sceing was on one issue
of Manly Banister's Neckromanticon.,.and that wouldn't match up to the glossy
covers on Gorgi povs... far this year the topmost fan oublication is Don
Tucker's love-~labour, THE HANDBOCK OF SCIZENCE FICTION AND FANTASY....foolscap
gsize, two parts, it totals 393 pawes..-coverage is up to Movember 1957, and
while it may not be firce from error or fully complete to everyone's satisfaction
it is certainly the authority wwuik in the field...contains personal reference
to all authors, and many fans, lists of workd nublisghed, lists of title from
most sf pb publishers, and a multitude of other material...excellently crosse
referenced .

Bookguide July '562 issuc should be of interest to all serious readers..,
it contains. "Books-in-Print in the field of Literary Criticism...there is a
faint possibility that FOULSIUAER pbs may print some of the Edgar Rice Burroughs
which have been done in U.K. ag Letween boards books but not previously as pbs..
there is nc hope of env of the nut -printed -in-U.X.-as -yet titles coming um,
tho.. The death of Sex Rohmer seams to have passed almost .nnoticed by the
science fiction field.,.whilst T agree his work wes not truly science-fiction,
I feel he did qualify zs a mester of fantasy...for over fortr years the insid-
jous Dr. Pu-Manchu has remained 2 pocd seller in the hool-lists, and Sax
Rohmer's creation of a mysterisus BWast hns beon to many people the only East
which existed...whilst s.f. calls for a suspension of disbelief in many cases,
to convince the Pu~Manchu addict of the reel Ezst's existence rewuired cven
greater effort.

We recently had a visit from R. Lionel Fanthorpe, who writes weird yarns
for the Badger published "Supmernatural Steries"...Lionel deplored the lack of
of a good 'weird"-typc magazine in the world today...I'm inclined to agree with
him, but what can be done about it? .., there have been = fow tries racently,
the most successful of which from all points of view was "PHANTOM", but even
that couldn't find a large enough reading public...onc of the basic troutles is
distribution...at the ncowsagent's level the difficultics and trouble and cost of
obtaining single copics of an item not handles by one of the major Aistributing
chainsmakes it uneconomical...on the side the major cheins are wary handling
distribution of some tried publication...the usual dead-end type vicious circle..



THE OTHER SIDE OF THE SKY by Arthur C. Clarke., Harcourt

Brace and Company, New york,

BSTA does not, ag a rule, review American hard-cover
8P but Harcourt Brace of lNew York have published this set
of ghort gstories by one of our best-known SF authors. No
DBritish publisher secms in any way inclined to follow suit
s0 what can we do ?

There is an interegting little-two-page bibliographical
introduction by the author himself, and then we are fairly
away!

The title is from thc second of the two sets of six SF
1,500 word shot stories originally publiched in the Evening
Standard and, for reasons known to the publigher only, the
second set is printed firgt, the first sot VET'RE TO THE MOON
(already anthologiced in THE LEST FROM F&SF Mo, 7) following
later in the book,

All these shorts are good, but Clarke admits himeelf
that writing for a mass rcadership was a considerable handicap
to hik; however, the results show little trace of this,

Of the twelve, the six best for my money are 'Rebin
Hood, FRS' introducing an auncient wcapon in a moct unexpected
getting; 'All that glitters' about a man who makes a great
discovery iu spece only to find that recent progress on Earth
has already made it useless; 'A Question of Pesidence' which
calls attention to a poinful headache for H.ill. Dept. of Inland
Revenue; 'Peathcred Friend', a very neat and highly efficient
application of an 0ld discovery; *Prcedom of Space' in which
a highly publiciscd television commentator finds a new delight
in life and 'Passcr Ly' in which onc of the oldest quecstiouns
fails to bec answered by a love-lorun spaccman,

Of the longor shorts, we begin with the much-anthologised
'wine pillion Names of God', tle next being 'Refugee' (which
most of us read in HE? "OPT.DS under the name *'Royal Perogative!
and which has appecared under at leagt two other names!).



Continuing, we have 'The '7all of Darkncss' which is one of
the mogt mentally disturbing T have read for a long time.
‘*security Check'! is about props for a T.V. 8P serial; 'No

. Moruning After' and 'All the time in the ‘forld' arc end-of-
the-world stories featuring a hangover and the othcr o time
machine, while 'Publicity Campaign' tellg how an alleged
'Horror! SI* f£ilm brought about the extermiumation of mankind,

Mr Clarke's sense of humour ig of the 'vintage dry' type
and 'Cosmic Casanova' is a first class oxample, being about a
spacceman who outdoes the traditional sailor by having not one
but several wives in cvery port - until at lact he geunuinely
falls in love, and gcts a come-uppancce that scems likely to
permanently handicap his relations with thc opposite sext
forcver after! 1T said thst the punchline cnding of EBxpedition
to LBarth beat most;  well, here in my opinion is one that is
even better.

'"The Star' voted the begt ST story of 1956 has a strong
religious background (SF sceoms to be featuring this elcement
quitec a lot these days -~ witness Blish's latecst prize-winning
novel), Thig, as the author rclichingly tells us in the
introduction, completely failed to attnin even a mention in
the '2,500 A.D,' contest in the Obscrver,

'out of the sun' is a reworking of (Olaf Stapledon's
'The Flames' which I fancy, few of today's SF fans will have
read, 'Transicuce' is a heart-aching and nostalgic little
tale, reminiscent of the author's 'If I forget thce, oh Earth!
and the book concludes with the curiously prthetic 'Song of
Distant Barth',

Technically, this book is extremely well done with
an exccllent dust wrapper.

put WY won't some Eunglich publisher take it up at o
reagonable price since $3,95 putc it out of reach of mort of
us ?2 ill fen pleage write to Corgi or poscibly Panther
agking them to pit it on their publishing lists for the near
future 2 ((British publishers are very wary of collectioms,
Do¢c and it is often difficult to get them to take onc. Ted
Carnell has becen trying for ages. IMike M. ))

-Arthur 2, ¥elir, D,Sc.

CHAIN REACTION by C. Hodder-17illiams, Hodder and gtougnhton.qb5s.

tany story vith a scientific background is ccience-
fiction' is oune¢ well-known critic's definition of SP.
Chain Reaction qualifices on thece ground, othervige it might
be described ag detective fiction., The plot of thie novel ie
aid in TLondon. The time, any day nov — perhape even later
" this evening. A child falls guddenly ill, The cauvse of the
sickness ig traced to a can of Spigett's Daked Deans which

. - prove, on examination, to be radio-active, The ecace is

reported to the avthoritics as repregentcd by the Atomic
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Developement Commisgion and so the detection starts., “hat
sent the Roengen count into the daunger area ¢ Was the tin
itself radio-active or was it the speecial lining used in the
tin 2 VWas it something in the Ketchup or was it the beans
themsclves ? Vere all the tins in that huge consigumcut
radio-~active and where have they all been geut to 2 Most
important of all, are there any other products on the market
so affected ?

It might well be argucg that there are too many characters
in this story and that the character drawing suffers accordingly
Apart from this it is a frighteningly plausiblc gtory of what
might happen if onec man'g nerve gave way for a moment under
the ctrain of nuclear rcecarch, SF fang will be fascinated
by thls book., Read it when you can,

gandra Hzll
COUNT DO'M by Charlcs Eric Maine, Hodder and Stoughtoun., 12/6,

FPor those who ingigst on their S mixed with aliens and
rockets, then this book is morec in their liue. The story is
laid on the volcanic islsand of Kaluiki atoll, A team of scven
men and two women are isoloted therc during the days that an
atomic reactor builds up pover for o gsecret project, Thcre is
no communication possible with the outgide world as a radio
countact might give away too much to the enemy., Then, suddenly,
murder strikes,

The situation is roughly parallel to 'The Ten Little
Miggers' as each corpee ic found, Doubtlegs this will
fascinate the casual reader with a fairly ommiverous appctite,
SF fants have a slightly higher I.0. or so we are informed,
they are difficult to fool like this. Thev will probably
guess the real murderer by the cnd of the second chiapter,
They will continue to recad the book, fascinated by the hero
taking up so much time to figure out thc same thing and do
something about it. Wot onc of thig author's best, I'm
afraid,

Sandra Hall,

A CASE OF CONSCIENCE by Jamcs Dlish.

This novel is essentially the story of onc man's
struggle with his conscience - not gimply his moral
congcience but also his spiritual counscicunce ~ in fact,
his goul,

A little concentration is needed if the full impact
of this remarkablc book ic to be felt, It concerns the
trails of Father namon Ruiz-Sanchcz, a Jesuit priest and
o biologist, member of a team of four mecn who are investigating
the recently discovered planet, Lithia, As Ruiz dclves
further and further intc the flora and fuana of Lithia, he
gradually comes to a terrifying conclugsion - terrifying
only to himself.
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The Lithians are twelve-fecli tall, rescmbling
reptilian kangaroos. They are. hipghly intelligeat mad
advanced in many scieuces, though they hive not advanced

in the same directions oz some corregponding corth gcicaces,
As Pather Remon's regenrches progrecs, hs at last comes to
one inescapablc counclusion - Lithia is a perfect world, but
the factors invelved in thig perfcction canaot mrke Tithie
a creation of god. This 1t can only be o creation of the
Devil., Dut cven 1f he admits such a thing, TFeticr Ramon

is committing hcresy. The Devil canuot create perfection,

This novel is primarily concerned with o theological
problem and in some places unceds, I fclil, a working knowledge
of several Cotholic principles Lo be fully uadcratood. The
choracter of the priest is extremely wcll-drawn, his fears,
difficult to put over cven to the loy Domau Catholic, very
clceverly coxpressed., How this problem is firvally gorted out
could leave uneither Chrictian aor athcist disgatiefied, The
novel is well-balanccd, written without blas by someonc who,
whilc not himself a Catholic, shows a decp cympathy and
understanding of Catholicism, more so, T feel than.manuy of
its memberg, It should be intercsting to sce jJuct whot the
Roman Catholic church makes of this novel,

Maybe it will be the canse of more oudless bickering
among thce bigheops ? They should welcome a new problem!

I can thoronghly and enthusiapstically recormend A
CASE O CONSCIINMCE as a good c¢xample of NLich at his best,
It is finc modern scicunce~riction, This kind of story is
not usually the kind I go For - but this particulzr one T
go for all the way!
Mickacl J. Moorcock,

4 + +

Brief Pilm Review: THE ¥ORLD. THE FLESH MID THE DEVIL

An interesting SF film - and a chauge, The mokerg
seemcd to be avoiding the 'llorror' lable by studiously
digpensing with even a hnint of a corpse. End of the
world story (or at least cnd of civilisation). Iirrors
popular modern ideals which are fast becoming trite oun the
screcn — and embarrassing.

get in Mew York mainly, the firet third ie the best -
with Harry lLelafonte on his own - sccond third (where the
inevitable girl.turns up - Iager Stevens) fsn't at all bad,
Lagt third - cternal triangle stuff - wheon we mcct Mel Perrer
- degenerates, Camera vork and general production is
excellent, I ¢an recuamend it for several bunourous instaunces,
geveral almoest moving parts, and cxcellent directing., VYes,
go and see it - I donit think you'll regrct it,

~ Mike moorecoclk,
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ﬁ;- ~ Although &t the time of writing the BIRCON 18 not

\ @ fer past, it's never too esrly to stert plenning for the

> Q%égnext one. The ennual oconvention is the biggest event in
% the SF year and it ought to be an imorovement on the

\) previous one no matter how sucoessful that one wes. The

next con. must oliminate some of the rough soints of the

BIRCON so nerhups it would be as wall to hold a post-

mortem and soe whuet must be chonged and imboroved.

I hrve taped, written or spoken to quite & few fen
since Birmingham end the mejority of them ogree as I do
that:-

~ A semi-serious con. is desired, It is not enough to
say 'Oh well, you cen have fun vt the room perties . No one wunts to sit for hours
to listen to talks or lectures unless, of course, they are of the Doo Weir veriety'.
The strong point of the BIRCON wss its uscoent on the socicl ond fonnish side. The
only serious SF item in our progrnmme wns Kon Sleoter*s cover competition - hs got
four entries.

The difference betwoen the 5/- con feec of the BSFA and the 12/6 of the non-BSFA
wns too greut, It should have been 7/% & 10/% or thereabouts,

- Con committees should hove o minimum of six months in which to prepare a prog-
ramme end orgonise things. We hud three months and it wusn't enough. There &re less
then 6 hondful of poople in fondom who con organise o programme end produce a progr-
amme booklot of the high quality of the lost one in thet short time. Fortunstely
for 811 of us, Norman Shorrock wis one of the few. Ho did a wonderful job, but it
wosn't easy.

Con committees shovld counclelb of o0t least four peonle and where possible thay
should live within casy truvelline Afctanea of ona onother. Too much velusble time
is, of necescity, wasted waiting for replios to tapes ond letters if it hoppens that
the Con committoe are soread out all over fendom.

The consite should be where there ¢ra enovgh fen to sonstitute & ocon committee,
It is not easy to plen » con or choose @ consite by 'remots controltt I know, I've
tried it. It is a nocessity too to have o local fan acting as liason betwsen fan-
dom and the hotel.

There ore, of course, many othar suggsstions and ideas but thosa are the mein
ones, and we'd all do well to remember them.

In the words of tho sorvice song, 'Now we come t0o the better bit'. - Who is
going to run the 1960 con? The BSFA, certoinly, but who will sorve on the con comm-
ittoo? Lost timo the BSFA committeos asked thot question, they got very few answers,
Several fem woro prepored to help in o small way, but no one wanted the job of
organising it 21l. So, rothor thon soe the slreedy overworked BSFA committee tackle
it, as they were prop2rod to do, rother than heve no con ot 211 during the important
year of its birth, Normen and I hed a crack at it - phew! It's got to be a group
undertaking so may I suggest that the NEW London Circle be given the job? They sro
willing #nd cnpable end have plenty of members - over forty ot the moment,
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~~We here in Cheltenhem had *he nlessuro of %hoir company here over Whitsun ond
it was in ocur elubrooms that thay suzgested the idea., I'm all for it bocauvse if,
as they undouvbtedly will, put as. much effort, o lhusiosm end organisation into the
1960 con ns they c.d into that waskond with us, the con will be un unparelled
SUCCOSS »

They suggosted heving the con in London, and it's beon seven yoors sincs the
last one was held thers, British Con, I mesn. They also suggested running it in
conjunction with the BSFA snd thet the orofits should be split batween the
ussocistion ond the London Circla. I disspreed slnost violently at the splitting
of the profits, but, on thinking it over, I say, '"WlLy not?' Why shovldn't an SF
group who ore prepsred to tackle a job like thet get something out of it? It's
not as if the_ money will be spent on drink; the LC are going to need o1l the
money they can get to koep the club on s financiallyoven kecl. Previous cons
hold, in London. have shown no bali.ce shoet end where the orofit went is still a
mystery. I think tho BSFA would do well to sccopt the London offer end to meke it
a. rule that conveniions should be rua by SF groups for the time being st any rete.
Tho dssociotion is stiil in its infoncy snd elthough the infent is robust end
hoalthy, it needs to be helpad along by the more exverienced sand steid members
of British Fondom.

"4\ share in The profits™ is @ fine incentive tc ony group, it ensures their
full co-operation. The more successful the convention, the more money for the
groun to use %o improve their clubrooms or sny other ectivity they have in mind.
So, you say, that ideo leaves out the individual fan who isn't fortunate to be in
an SF society or circle -~ out in the cold. Not &t ell, What fan hasn't, on visit-
., ing o group's clubrooms or moeting place hesn't been mude welcome? We in Chelten-
ham have made it qQuite clear that our clubrooms are open to eny fon, and so heve
other groups. I'm all for the cons being run by ~°7 «~ieties and groups, just as
long os they remomber that they are under an obligetion to the rest of us to .put
on the best possible con, %o extend special privileges to the current guest of
honour end to see thot the TAFF reorasentetive is taken pood cere of,

I think that the London Circle measvres us 10 our requirements. Let's give
thom the chance they want to run the 1960 con. I don't think wna'll ragret it.

oY ~~e=-w-~ Bob Richardson.
THIS ISSUE OF VECTOR IS 7THE COMDINED WORK OF:
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Locke, Published (for this issue only) from 30, Denhill Wood
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From:- Mary lMunro, 6 Lynnwood Avenue, Newcastle-on-Tyne 4.

V.4 was o far bothar set out ond printed mog than its predecessors, but the
actuel contonis secmed o have baen hurriedly put together. (A mild sttuck of
sonventionitis, wrrops?)

My favourit» article is Ganerel Chuntering by Kon Sleter; how he can pack so
much informstion and gﬂneral s-f gossip into such & smll spece and yet produce
readable mottor beots me. .

I was glad to noto olso that you hed noticed the science in sciemoe in socience
flction end hsd printed an srticle on the London Plenetarium. Keep up the magezine
reviows, I liko to see whether I agree or disagree with you experts, but please
don't roviow the Amorican megazines before 1 roceive ‘them, you quite gave the
gamo awuy in the lust ASF sariasl., (By the woy, could you please tell me where %o
write for Amazing S.F.Stories, I cannot obtein e copy up hare . )

By 211 means lot's have a fanzine review column, if not in e¢aoh issve, 2%
least occesionelly. There are so moény fanzines that the newoomer like me would
woloome & signpost as to which wes good and which was bad.

1 1lived $ha obnne "Wn Sarfadt Answer” but ocovldn't follow Terry Joeve's
“Time Capsule" (thougk I think it is ¢ good idea, I didn't like the cover, it
looked as thcough outer spece suffered from an atteck of meesles. Nor did I like
'Bloke ¢ ; the cormer! partly, I think, becsuse I didn't follow it.

On the whole Vector seems u good und intolligent ond intelligiblo magnzino -
long muy it thrive. - k '

Prom:- 'Doc' Weir, Primrose Cottege, Westombirt Villege, Tetbury, GLOS.

++.Go0d iden gotiing three people to do the convention report. A propes of the
convention curtoon - idoa for the next oon, wo must have & large notioe board
to call attention to things of pgeneral interest.

Bditorial, Terry, your services st the convention were extraordinarily useful
in the capacity of shepherd dog - hunting members oyt of the lounge, ber, gents.,
bedroom Bottle ‘perties etc, and herding them into the Comnsught Room so thet
eve rybody zot a good-esudience d@nd thare was really a - representotive show of
dpinion-at the discastiopsy I have sttended orofessionally e good méeny con-
ventions on &3ience omd the teaching thereof amd I . have yet found one et which
the goneral discussion wogn't the most useful end educetive part of the whele
thing .



(Doc Weir continued) Last minute letter. Good for Peter! But why praise me for
the artvicle which was four-fifths John Christovher & J.J.Connington - if you like
‘em so much, Peter, write in to the library, borrow tem and rsad temn,

... File 134 - Nuff seid:
Historical Project, (Archis Mercer). Where does he keep the time for all of

this? Suggested that on armed and masked squad cells vpon him et dead of night
and finds where he keeps his time machine and/or accelerator drug & la H.G.Wells.

‘Classified udverts, was this Ken's own idee or did our editor mersly put omne
in for him? Ho deserves s row of them anywey for sll he's done for us,

London Planetarium, very nice, we could do with more of this sort of thing.
(Any nice new models or working exhibits at the soience museum?) One swful gaffe
ot the beginning - what hés poor Karl Jensky done to be called Janksy?

U.S.Mags Roview. As uswol you aren't letting them get sawsy with it. I wish you'd
svy in so many words that J.W.Campbell ought to stop monkeying osbout with Dian-
otics and elemontary magic and go back to editing ASF; thon, perhaps he might get
it out of the level of slick, slightly dull competence to which it is at present
sticking snail-like.

Time Copsule. Nothing like going out in a blaze {reflootorship) glory, Terry -
snd, st thet, I've read mény worse.

Letters. L.Sandfield. "All successful writers invarisbly meke the action in
their short storios take place through the eyes of their ongle character,”
Bolony, Lewrencel How about a.C.Clarke's shorts, (2) Fredric Brown's short-shorts
from Angels and Spaceships and (3) Robert Heinlein's shorts? Hardly any of them
obey Lawrenco's rmle, Best point wnas your comment, Terry, ot the end.

Groves: Yes, I've thought thet eabout fantesy - so strongly I falt like lmocking
it about in my next contribution es secretary.

Lindsey: For people like myself who are not organised 'fans' end find many
fanzines unreadable owing to the amount of background sociol knowledge thet they
nssume, this letter comes es one of the most valuable things in the whole issueot
One uv to Bthel for writing it and Tarry for printing it. Thank You Both.

“Troasurer's report. He's a treasure as well es o treasurer - I hope other
peorle realise this too!

From:- Reiner Eisfeld, Margeretenplatz 10, (220) Bonn, GERMANY.

May I at the beginning thunk you for the printing of my article on Gerfaendom
in the last issue of Vector. At the same time I must mention e 'mimeoing mistake
ot its start whaéch, I hope, wes not misinterpreted. Vector seid: “The BSFA and
the SPCE heve besen linked by the exchange of two members on each side - Wolter
Ernsting snd myself haeve sgreed to further co-operation." I had written:-
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(Rainer Eisfold continued) "...have been linked by the exchenge of two members
on each side = “inlter Srnsting end I heve agreed to further co-operation" thus

to stross thet both organisations had sgreed, not just we. It only struck me whan
re-resding Vector, and not when I got it months ego...

From:- TIan R.M. Mcaulay, Ballycorus Grange, Kilternon, Co. Dublin.

voel anjoyed vractically &ll of Vector 4 but I think a few sdditions could be
made ; firstly, more raviews, both of fan and orozines. Indeed, why not more book
reviews? Not necessarily of new books alone but of some of the clessics in the
fiecld, Somothing along the line of Doo Weir's comparison of the 'Death of Grass'
and tNordenholt's Million' in Vector 3 should fill the bill niosly.

lext, the controversial subierat of ertwork., If it was possible to get Atom or
someone of his calibre {if such a person oxists) I think the formet would improve
greatly. I may bo in o minority here, but a few ourtoons suoh 0s those that
appoar in 'Hyphent! end some of the other fonzines would sursly be worth trying as
on exporiment.

I was disapocinted to see that the sub to the BSFA is steying st the same lovel
for its second ysar. I'm sure that meny of the mombers are in the same positién
os myself and get nothing but the journsl for their sub. With the best will in the
world 5/- per issue is 0 bit steop...

From:= Peter Singleton, 10 Emily St., Burnley, Lancs.

I openad my copy of Vector 4 anticipating e very pleasurable reading session.
I wasn't disappointed. It surpassed all expectation,

4 vory important item wes the con report. It was soberly written without the
usual fannish nonsense incorporated into it. Not that I don't like 'fannish
nonsense'! - in fact, I revel in it, but I read a con revort to get o factual
agcount of 2 convention snd not s concoction of truth end nonsense because in
such cages it is not eossy to distinguish fact from fiction. Full marks to the
con roporters. I om dotermined to ottend the con mext year.

Better then ever was 'General Chuntering'. The weelth of informetion mekes it
useful and intaresting. I hope' to see more noxt issue.
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In VECTOR 3 Rainer Eisfeld gave a short account of
the SCILLCE Z2ICTIOF CLUD LEUN0OPA, Here is the history of
Gerfandom again ag geen through the eyes of Juliaun Parr,
Anglofan of 01d aud one of the founders of Gerfandom,
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Although there were a number of veteran reanders of SF
in Germany, no feal fawnac could start until there was some
regular link between the enthusiasts., This came early;ln
1955 with THE READER SPEAKS department in “alter Ernsting's
pulp mouthly, the UTOPI. GIIOZSDB YD, on August Lth of that
year, the Science-Fiction Club Deutschland (the S.7.C.D) was
founded, S8ince then over 1,500 s-f readerz have joined it
and althorpgh a number arc no longer members, the S.7.C.D. is
without doubt the largest SP society in the world at present,

if not the largest ever.

In the past four yearge, the SPCD has suffered all the
allments that fan organisationcs are heir to - personal feuds,
oppogsition groups, pressure Irom couumicrcial interegts, rivalry
with the I.8,7.8, for continental lcadership, the great
schism when Vice Chairman Hein Dingenheimer left to found his
own 'Transgalaxis SF Dook Service, and finally the split from
which emerged the new 'Stellaris?,

On the other hand, the §.F.C.D's record of achievemcnt
is a proud oune., It hag promoted the Formation of almost
thirty local Chapters (including national sectioung in
Switzerland and Austria - and one in Sweden) six of which
arc now publishing thcir own fanzincs, It has organised
national coungs cach ycar with attendances up to 200, while
Chapters have organiscd similar rvegiounal meetings with
attendances of up to 50 fans. It has spousored the German
'"Hugo' awards fro the best Germmn SF novel of each year,

By guarantecing salcs of at lcast 500 copics, the S7CD was
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able to persuadce publishers to bring out "S.F.C.D,Choice" wvolumes one of
which was an anthology of some thirty stories by S.F.C.D. members,

The 5.F.D.C. ran a mail,order se¢rvicefor its musbors giving them a 20%
discount on the normal re¢tail prices of Fooks and mogazines. It runs an
adoption fund for Bast German fans, It bought out the first checklist

of German language Sf and is now proparing a reviscd version which lists
over 1,600 storics. Of its major offorts to popularise the generec was ono
to take over the largest stand at the German Inventor'!s Union Exhibition
at Recklinghaussen in November 1956,

In April 1958 the S.F.C.D. vas rc-named the Scicnee Fiction Club
Luropa, in deforonce to its growing mumbership in other countries (at
least 60 in Switzerland for instance). Tho unweildy S.F.C.D., statutes
were discarded and lceadership was centraliscd with Presidont Walter
Lrnsting and Dircetor wolf Detlef Rhor, The S.F.C.E's aims were re-
stated: to promoto correspondencey, mcetings, discussions and other
activity among Sf reuders and fans; and thus help to raise the standard
of German~language Sf¢ $0 kcep members informedabout developements in
various branches of scicnce, in world Of literature and in international
fandom. S.F.C.E. mombers recuive the monthly ((now bi-monthly and with
more pages.R.I.)) printed journesl "Blick in die Zukunft" (with articlos
club news, fan fiction, book and film revieows, book service catalogue
ete.) and also the quartorly duplicatod fanzine "ANDROmeda'", with elubd
news, letters, rcports from local chapters ¢te. They also have reduced
prices in the book serviecs etey free use of the Club library and frce
adnission to Cons and othor events,

Julian Parr,
Begonienstr. 20,
Duss¢ldorf - Stockum,

Sad ncws is that Julian Fary will rctire from active as well as passive
fandom., His new profession will loave him no time. Julian did a lot
for SFCD/E abroad. He is better knovn in the UK and the US than in
Goermany.

Rainer Lisfeld.
Margaretcnplaz 10,
(22¢) Bonn.,  GERMANY.

— ——— . ——— - — P ———— —— ———

FOR SALE.

A colloction of Amcrican Scicnce Fiction, This consists of 76
issuos of 'Astounding' 1950 - 1956 and about 60 issues of various
Galaxies and Astoundings, British and American oditions, All these
are in perfect condition, Will anyone intcresicd please write 1o
the following addross,

J. &, Tumncr, 21la &thelstan Rd., Hastings, SUSSEX .,



By K@m demarv
: : Sl

"ees L4 T nose capsule will be exploded free of the main
satellite , a reiro rocket bringing it back to the sarth's surface.
Light large cargo scroplancs are standing by with large nets attached
to their fuseclages. Vwhen the rsdio signal from the descending capsule
is picked up, the planes vwill try to snarce its parachute with their
nets and bring it in..."

411 righty so they didn't. But someconc with a fair ammount of
brass weighing dovm his shoulders had to sanction this apparently mad-
cap scheme, Uscd as a gimmick in an sf story it would probably have
raiscd the  hackleos of the pure and scicnce~only types among us, The
very natural thought that follows is: 'well, is fact catching up with
scicnce fiction 7?4

Despite the ercdulous mundane types in the strect, and despite
the gigantic strides made by science into tie ficlds that only a fow
years ago wery chartored only by sf writers, the average sf fan -
that is, centhusiast above the ordinary for sf -~ will answer at
once and firmly: "No "

Two ycars ago or more I pointed out in an article that the usc
of the words 'Outcr Spacc' arc pretty ridiculous when applicd to the
journcys of Liarth satcllitos and cven of moon and space probes,
Cabinet Ministurs; Presidents. astrenomers, nowspaper men and all
typus of pcoplc with .2 public voice rofer to fouter space' without
really knowing what thuy arc talking about., Forhaps tho most
pathetic cxample of the crass ignorance shown by most scetions of
the public occurcd during a BBEC Ladio Hewsrocl interview with an
astronomor -.I bulicve it was Lovoell of Jodrell Bank -~ after tho
Russian Lunik was launched.

The astronomer had given an account of what it was about and
how the lunik had misscd the moon and was now hurtling through
space in an orbit round th¢ sun. The intervicwer was quite unable
to grasp this concupt. Finally he asked: "vhon will the satellite
rcack the Sun ?"  well, T ask you !

Again he was told and again he failed to grasp it. The
astronomer and if it was Lovell he by now, I imaginc, heartily sick
of rockuts for the rest of his life -~ tricd to soften the shock of
cxplaining th the intervicwer thet he was & cretin, Yet - thesc
BBC boys arv sha~g. I know their standard of inturviewing varies;
but thoir marbles arce all thore. It suvems that what we sf pooplo
takce for granted is darkest black magic to them.
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And so w¢ tind somwonc glibly referring to Undersca as 'Inner

Space's This is s0 childish that no more time need be waisted on it,
There is only one minor justification for 'Outer Space'. Lawyers refer
to the air above a country as that country's 'airspace'. So you might
considcr the space above that to be outer space, The word 'space! has
a ccrtain positive mcaning, applied in this instance to the space
botvcen heavenly bodies. 'Airspacc' then can.be regarded as a contra-
diction in tcrms. And when a satellite creeps up into an orbit of a
fev hundred miles apogee, so that it is s%ill within the Larth's atmos~
phere - well, legal caglus, alirspace or outcrspace 7

“space extends. Using the old Larth-as-a-central-point concopt
vhen basing our galatic highway code, wo could very well regard the
Inn¢r plancts as being in Inner Space. Then comes space pProper,
¢xicnding from the sun to the orbit of Plutoc and any trans-Plutonian
plancts there may be, Once you kick off on the long haul to the stars
you can talk about being in outer space - but most sf folk prefor Deep
Spacc,

A great deal more could bu said on thisj how the effect on the
minds of the laymen is all out of proportion to what they understand
(as it alweys will bo) but it scems to0 me that the issue is simply
that the' unthinking usc oi the words 'Outer Space! epitomises this
ignerance, I couldn't aarc less what the future spacemen call their
trade and its onvirons, I usec the words I know and my readers know;
if I used the futurc words my readcrs wouldn't cotton on. (There are
excoptions to this I know, pace AT, bui the basic truth is unchanged).
I jib a bit at using words which I consider indicate a lack of under~

standing, I could be wrong - and it's up to you to tell mec if you
think I am,

No - whilst thc moon is still unexplored, sf has a clear and
unchallenged lead over scicnce - and don't let any penny a liner try

to te¢ll you otherwisec.

And after the Loon ~ ? How can scicnce catch up with sf when by
definition sf is the satrapolation of scicentific concepts into the
future 7

* . L]

In issue No., 3 of Vector I was particularly impressed by kric
Jones' report of sucessos and failures with the Cheltcnham group. The
LC safari to Choltenham will be over by the time you read this. W
hopev that we havo becn upliited and strungthened, as thsy say, to go
on with out own plans. The London Circle, it should be noted; has no
connection with the BSFA other than the mutual interest in sfish
affairsy yet I feel that news of London must be of interest to fandom
at largo,

Now that Bobbic ¥ild is to take over editorship of Vector, it
suems that London will have an c¢ven bigger part to play. In Vector 6
I hope to carry the saga on furxi. .
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It was with some justified disatisfaction that I missed the
Brumcon., - I gather that the first BSFA sponsored con was a sucess and I
think this a good thing., Apart from the bad timing - Laster is not a
good time for a cony,; Whitsun is preferable -~ the BSFA should feel proud
of having accomplished a marked sucess. All congratulations to the
Organosers

As Pamela and I are half of the entire Lnglish resident membership
of Irish Fandom - the other two being Charles handolph Harris and Axrthur
Thomson - we made our annual pilgrimage to Belfast over Laster, where a
wonderful time was cnjoyed by all as they say. Nalter Willis, James
thite and Bob “haw were in fine fettle, along with wives and children,
George Chartersand and Gerard Quinn made up some finc sf-ish and joke-
filled gatherings.

It was an amusing and improssive thought that those present
represcnted quite a sizable slice of the sf world and could b.iween
them have filled a science fiction magazine - and have ! Gerard Quin
for the art departmunt, valtcr tillis for the column, James White, Bob
Shaw and sclf ior the fiction end - whisper it not in Gath - Pamela
for an article, and GATW Chartcrs has appeared in herd covers. Yes, a
very fine gathoring in Belfast over baster, and all pity that circumstances
circumstances did not allow us to enjoy the company of the rest of you
at Birmingham.,

Stop Press. During October this yocar the London Circle is holding
a conversatzione ~ now re-named Symposium. This will take place over
Saturday night with the object of introducing fresh peoplce to science
fiction. It is hoped that as many intcrested people as possible will
attend.

Dear Miss wild,

I am looking for contributors for NOVA, the
litorary fanzine of Gormany. I amm hunting for pwople who have a
profound knowlodge of tho esscntialities of British S-F authors and
who are willing to take over a monthly or bi-monthly column in which
they tell German readers about thom.

%ill any mcember who is willing and in a
position to holp plcasc write tos-

Klaus Eylmann, Hamburg 39, Maria-Touisen-Sticg 23, GERMANY,
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malazine
s F 72 g Not many magdzines
o @ \./ / ! ¢ \,\/) Q have piled up here in
if\ C SRTARS N the last menth or so,.
N3 D S0 many seem to have
w, ¢ropped out of sight,
17&"7 fﬁﬁV‘ that the only things left to review are
S 37 - Astounalng and CGalaxy. Naturally, I

don't subscrihe to every American mag,

but I generally psss mrst of then
through my hands under a certain private arvargemsnt,..1it seems
to have slipped up this gnarter howevs:r, so the reviews®lonk
like covering ~nly Galaxy and f£oi. Tas ratiug Is on a five
point scale, and in response to severcel requesva, here ig how I
consider the grades. As Bzxeellent, well vrition, good ploi,
and a good ending. B. Cond yarn, well writoen,; zut sormelinw
Just falling tr ring the bell., €, 3s an average tbhing, nothing
cruddy, but leaving ne piecsant memory D goes to a story
faillng badly In any of <i¢ nbeve counts, but with a lTew things
tn be said in its favous X, i an out and out stinkervo. The
opinlons are my owm, and I Lave been criticiszd for being a bit
harsh,,.s0 what, when I rive an A, I want to feel it means that
it WL.S a gnnd stqrv + .80 eiritics, dnn't expeet any let up for
mediocre material, And now 7o JR

ASTOUYLING STIENCE FICTION.......May.19869

CUM GRANO SALIS...{Cordon} becals with an expedition foreed to
live off the land.. »*?-- -~~ws poisoncus fruit. One man gets
avay with 1t. Problem, wihy ? Be churitable, and rate it ¢
OPERATION HAYSTACK,..)Ferbert) Concerns someoine rocing the
relitical boat, and how d3 vou find them, The scarcher is a
character who bqs been reullt ffvrom a basket case, but since
this plays no mart in ibe pint, it 1s difficult to see vwhy it
is brought in. €, but b grade in parts

HEX...(Yarris) A4 womay w«: . fore worker, who uses psi nowers to
dlagnose the troubles ...« tno s=2t them right., Amusing in
parts, and barely makiags o

¥E DIDN'T DO AWYTIING Wnlilf, #aRDLY...{¥uyendall) ifter that
mouthful, you'd expect mor: than o yarn {(related by an
adolescent) describtiing & trip inte spuce by psi-pnwered space
ship bullt by two adnleoscents,  Charitabls again, this is a B.
HISTORY REPEATS...(Smitk) "rtnership of man and his tzlking
dog 1In a search on a frontizr plaret. Seme Interesting side-
lights on ths cust oms, but 1iltle more then an incldent gets
the yarn a D

DISTURBING SUN..{(Latham) iichardsen hos yet tn write a story
which sounds li%e one, Long on scienswy (astronomy), his plots
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are poorly draped arnund seme pet theory, In this case, the

idea that sun spats affeet ths brailn, Conducted in interview
guestion and answer ferm, it fully.earns a battom D.

CAT AND MOUSE,..(¥illiams) Concerns a warden whna finds one of
his recserves {planets) infested by a pest. Using fire to kill
fire, he opens an inter dimensional gate to marth, and thus
releases an Farth hunter nn the pest, The pest ( a very
intriguing life-form) gets 1t in the neck,.. Lefinitely B.
TRANSFUSION,..(0liver) Archaenlegy by time machine chows

that mon wasn't on thils sarth as long as waz bslieved before,
The timec machine reveals humanity baing secded, and the trail
leads to a dying race preparing us to receive thelir secrets.,
«oluckily (for them) tho last twa are gtill alive in time to
be discovered and hand nn thelr secrsts... Jdust short nf B.

ALL DAY SsPTHEMBER...(Yuykenislil) Mnon prnspector gets a
meteorite through the inraras of his tractor.. and no presnect
of rescue....natvrally, he has plenty of fooad, but no water, or
at lsast, not enough tn~ last untll a seéarch rLorty can find him,
The prospector (Mhat prospectnr couid affrrd a woon passage,
and moon tracter, and still need to go prosvecting ?227) finds
himself a water-mine, Cnod rending, but the basic set up
males it a C.

UNBORN TOMORKOY...(Reynolida) Time travel, beer seszslon and
private detective hired to find the flrest, via the sccond, D

ASTOUNDING SCIsNCE FICTION.,.....duly,1959

DORSAI...(Dickson{ This three part serial, which began in the
Hay 1lssues winds up on a high action level, The Dorsal are
professimsnal soldicrs, and Donal though a true Dorsai, has
peculisr differsnces. His feresight and rise to nower are
remarkkble, fascinating end ewift. The hints of psi powers
which cangle tantalisingly never really get fol:iowed up, but
SYSn sE, iR S yot & .. el worth gsaving that A for,
BUT I DON'T THINK...(Carrett) The (rsi) 'Cuesser{ of a
military space ship, l1s wmugped, and 1aft benind »n a strange
planet. Accustomes teo parst military rule, he knows no rest
until he has fought his say barlk to his old position, and is
happliest wheén he gets juished for doing so., Rating ¢
BROKEN TOOL,..(Thormas! e nf thnse cute 'tests' for space
aptituae, where ynu're suppnsed to think the man has passed,
then find he failed,...!i's porticuler test s pretiy puerile,
Send the man home on icavs, then if he eutsrs his own hone,
he passea, but I1f he turns away from the door and heads back
to the spaceport, he faile, becauze he doesn't show human
sentiment,...wko would o1l that one ? Kating,..D
STRAW...{(Budrys) Somabrav foris a Syndicate to grab power
and money {in a med3rr - :clantis), and they are failed by the
bilg wig of the travel burson,.,.bocause he k¥nows vhat everyone
is doing all the tima.,....C

LEVERAGE, .. (Anv1il) A plrnet with nice nasty monsters, which
sudden¥y turn out ts be¢ no preblerm at all.......D.
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VANISHING POINT...(Beek) an artist invents a mich ne to
demonstrute perspective, and theyvanlching point begins to
enlarge. =5 saon 98 the threat haa beun rrae obvious, the
stnry ends. Definituly, an 1, thougk near D lovel.

GADARY MACALINE,.......June, 1080

WHATEVER COUNTS,.,(Peohl) Colonists encrunter o nosty form
nf alien raco, but finally manage to escape their foul
cluthees by a marvelleous use of the powers of the human
rain....C
TAKE “oODEN INDIANS...{(Dnvidsoh) & hodge-vodge of time
travel, mysterious opronerts and vodden Indians...Clve it D
NO PLA““ FOR CRI%...(MeIntosh) A nlunet with o super clever
police force, fac:s up to the tricks of a pair of tolunottu.
The palicc win out...they Vnew all the tricks. O+
TRAVELLING COPARTION TANT. D...(Wilson) & spaceman falls off
8 space statiosn,.nh yero, his puicde rocket pusbes hilm out of
orbit, tut then hi fallsz jnte the sesa...obvicusly, this is
consldered a snft landing, 411 this, so the biot: can have
a loglcal (?) reason for swiwing in a2 aprez suit..and won't
drnown when h: gets suckod Into ¢ thnnel runining from the
bed of the atlantic, to the Incian Ocoan (nnasr Afrieca) - to
give you a bit rore £or your moncy, he cven finas people
living down there,,.than ghu, Calaxy ao longer calls itself
a a-f magazlne,.,....Teis is n real T
SOFT TOU¥H..{(@«louye) ¥utent rurians, 1lnenpable of wrong
doning, are persecutcd vhnrereifully (They are such suckers,
they deserve 1it) luwelily Far trem, thair children have the
protective mutatinon ol ceusing love nnd dsvotion in ¢veryone
round......C
EXTRACTS FROM TU# FALACTIN LLMALACK,..{Farris) The sort of
crud that vould fet a2 fanzine rc]Pctlnn SliPe.scsonaea ok

f};"r "w,xr I-", P l/JI\TI- ¢« ¢« 4 @ a0 o!“llLllqt 1050

NG LIF® 'op \mRIR &= f77 w17} MEe ehlildren of varleus alien
races play together, Ore :“tq ahoved through a machine into
gsnme gueer cimens'on,, rd suts rescusd along wit! the beings
wvho dispense go-~d zn. La ]wc‘,._.....c

MUGHUMP 4 ,..(Silverber-) atonpgs dicls th: wrong number,
1s susnected of syyirgy »~n ¢r~monns ar bbher, snd 1s shipped
off to the futurs, th n cis wava, and 1inally baek to his
starting point in fime to 2~ throusk it agadn end agein.. D
THE MALT=D PILY M2TOE , {(T.rn) 4 wn entrapped 1n the
dream world of a child. Sturgseon voula have got more horrer
and reallom irtn thisz, bug - ith Tz, it never really grips
you, e¢ven when the =gtory ctas on & low neote. ﬂating C

THiE WagING Qp Ths FPueOi.,.(Forl) ~Being a anrt of sequed to
the '"izard of Pung'e Corn ret!', vhoreln the prabllh 1s how
to Fnoel ~ut the ver meebin -2 wiiek kosp on producing all
sorts of unvanted /nudzets. The offorta have urusual regults,
and the story i~ never uull.......o

CITIZEN GPIL.. .« {8hanra) The cxile on Farth had unusual
powers, but if ke used thum, 'Guarcisnst! wonld come and
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winkle him out fnr doing so, He does, they do, and its a D
THE SPICY SCU'D OF SU“”E%SB..(Uarman) Exnloration by a
spacecrew where you shars ng Captain, and work youyp way
dowvn to Crew:ian ot YOl rdha ¢xperionce. .vhich isn t
wanted. This recds 2llsy Zike e Ioidorce’s Digest pleces
on unusual guips and i

saroy DI spsech .,n*hﬁrwlse, if
you're liike me, T 1N w,dss vet Bt is 2% about...D
LEX...(Haggert) .°Xx s usn suveresting robot factory in
need o a new F?ﬂ?gv,» No sooner dees 3t get one, than the
0ld boes pegs uvue, and the sa.5.0y Loraelits suéeide,..a poonr
ending ic¢ an dtherwige 1alrlgu.ng consépti........C+

LICENCE 0 STPEARL, i1s antiler of Lhcse aunyisg blts of
nonsgnse Wl E e L8 In uh-ch,..it wmerortg to
detail the LS Lan,ud raricus orinnal (aud csherwise)
laws and ceoey 0¥ Lwe dalzxy., Perimisaibie ia a fanzine,
but T don t SUY :veiessicnal magazines to wead this utter
crud. Ly 04 ey nyvell e talled ovut of n six point
seale. ..l The i hare razed this F,

2

-

Bavirng o dpa3 pilece of stencil left alter those
reviews, 71 "“ks S5 comminl on & ey of the were obvious
trends of viie s I magazines,..asf and Ualaxy an particular,

Asf 28 eantug heavily on the psi glwmick, and Galaxy
leans just as o..vily on hhe fanzine type material,..which
has nons ¢ Lo -ioa2a, "13tu-have-fun' of the true fuanzine,
Thase 1 At Gluel neganines, share a more serious
fault, .. vis ¢z Yhe wigsing story. Too many storles these
days, are WTiT*“w around an idea that would only heve been
an inclcea™ 1@ tne oIld duvs...  Remenver #dallo..or under
Its cbier Rivie, rgenics ia Groviv?.? Hoinlein threw in
A weakling genics; whs was a millionalre witn kis own space
station ~-« a modern caivilisaticn with flying 'Droomsticks!
and he mized the lot 1aun a terrific story. Today, most
authors wou.d pnsze the provlem of how Lo handle materials

at a distanne, anu bthe .y »ould ena with the 1nvention
af the "W3il0t.., ... %100 Heinlein, trat was merely a
backgramd deleil Thae medern story seldom gees as far

as to firnt=u 0% as Sam37v as itue exavple given., Having
posea The cxoven, it lg rugidly becoiming eustemary to

run erovicl 2t 4 S, andd unen write foe RND.  In the mags
Just reviv i d., Ve itug of toe Pecace, ends with the machlnes
coming e WLlL & 08w glmelsk. . nohedy wius,

tMagwinug & nes cur nern in the old vine spiral.,.no

decigiMel o G

"Wanisiiiiy o:7,! leeves the world menaced by an expanding
lump of woxviiing

1Unbarn Tomorrow! gevs VS the time spiral, but givss up
trying to solve tha wisiza: problen,

And so we Zu. We nad plenty of crud in the o1d days,
but we also hed sv.vics ¥innison came through, The
Humanolds had a gond Slme. The Vitons got their come-
uppance....and in each case, w: had plenty of side shows
as well as the main problen. Nould some one wake up the
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